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BOOK CLUB TITLES LIST 2022
## New for 2022

Elif SHAFAK, 10 MINUTES 38 SECONDS IN THIS STRANGE WORLD

— Our brains stay active for ten minutes after our heart stops beating. For Tequila Leila,
each minute brings with it a new memory. Each memory reminds Leila of the five friends
she met along the way - the friends who are now desperately trying to find her.

(311 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, Psychological, Contemporary, Prostitution, Turkish, Friendship,
Death

## Larissa BEHRENDT, AFTER STORY - When Indigenous lawyer Jasmine decides
to take her mother Della on a tour of England's most revered literary sites, Jasmine hopes
it will bring them closer together and help them reconcile the past.

(307 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Contemporary, Family, Indigenous

Edith WHARTON, THE AGE OF INNOCENCE - In the highest circle of New

York social life during the 1870's, Newland Archer, a young lawyer, prepares to marry
the docile May Welland. Before their engagement is announced, he meets May's cousin,
the mysterious, nonconformist Countess Ellen Olenska, who has returned to New York
after a long absence.

(305 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Classic, Marriage, Society, Scandal

Anthony DOERR, ALL THE LIGHT WE CANNOT SEE - Set during World

War Il Europe, this novel is sobering without being sentimental. The tension builds as the
alternating, parallel stories of Werner and Marie-Laure unfold, and their paths cross.

(530 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, Historical, War War Il, Blindness

## Trent DALTON, ALL OUR SHIMMERING SKIES - Darwin, 1942, and as

Japanese bombs rain down, motherless Molly Hook, the gravedigger's daughter, turns
once again to the sky for guidance. She carries a stone heart inside a duffel bag next to
the map that leads to Longcoat Bob, the deep-country sorcerer who put a curse on her
family.

(436 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: World War Il, Magical realism, Historical, Domestic violence, Indigenous

## Ruth Coker BURKS, ALL THE YOUNG MEN - The true story of Ruth Coker
Burks, a young single mother in Hot Springs, Arkansas, who finds herself driven to the
forefront of the AIDS crisis, and becoming a pivotal activist in America's fight against
AIDS.

(304 pages)
Themes: Memoir, Medical, History, LGBTQ
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Freda Marnie NICHOLLS, THE AMAZING MRS LIVESEY - The truly
remarkable life of the notorious Ethel Livesey, a serial fraudster and confidence trickster
who became a media sensation after she ran out on her society wedding in 1945 and
was later arrested for obtained goods by false pretences.

(303 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Biography, Australian, Family

Tayari JONES, AN AMERICAN MARRIAGE - Could you put your life on hold

for twelve years? A stunning love story about family, injustice and marriage, and three
people at once bound and separated by forces beyond their control.

(306 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Contemporary, Marriage, Racism, Prison

Chimamanda Ngozi ADICHIE, AMERICANAH - A story of love and race centred
around a young man and woman from Nigeria who face difficult choices and challenges in
the countries they come to call home.

(477 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, Political, Nigeria, Immigration, Racism

Sarah VAUGHAN, ANATOMY OF A SCANDAL - Centres on a high-profile

marriage that begins to unravel when the husband is accused of a terrible crime. Sophie is
sure her husband, James, is innocent and desperately hopes to protect her precious
family. Kate is the barrister who will prosecute the case — she is equally certain that
James is guilty and determined he will pay for his crimes.

(392 pages) Available in library collection eBook
Themes: Thriller, Legal, Rape

Leigh SALES, ANY ORDINARY DAY - As a journalist, Leigh Sales often
encounters people experiencing the worst moments of their lives in the full glare of the
media. But one particular string of bad news stories - and a terrifying brush with her own
mortality - sent her looking for answers about how vulnerable each of us is to a life-
changing event.

(264 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Biography, Grief, Journalism

Elizabeth STEAD, THE AUNT’S HOUSE - Recently orphaned, Angel Martin
moves into a boarding house populated by an assortment of eccentric and colourful
characters. Angel refuses to accept her fate. She is determined to forge a sense of
belonging despite rejection from her two maiden aunts. Her Sunday visits to the aunts
house by the Bay expand her world in ways she couldn't have imagined.

(281 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: History, Family, Mental illness, Australian

Anita HEISS, BARBED WIRE AND CHERRY BLOSSOMS- Hiroshi manages

to escape from Cowra prison camp to Erambie Station, an Aboriginal mission. Banjo
Williams offers Hiroshi refuge. Love blossoms between Mary, Banjo’s daughter, and
Hiroshi, and they each dream of a future together. But how long can Hiroshi be hidden
safely and their bond kept a secret?

(264 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Mainstream, Historical, War War Il, Indigenous, Australian



## Evie WYLD, THE BASS ROCK - Surging out of the sea, the Bass Rock has for
centuries watched over the lives that pass under its shadow on the Scottish mainland.
And across the centuries the fates of three women are linked- to this place, to each other.

(355 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Domestic violence, Scotland, Women, Gothic, Literary

## Jacqueline BUBLITZ, BEFORE YOU KNEW MY NAME - When she arrived

in New York on her 18th birthday Alice Lee was looking for a fresh start. Now, just one
month later, she is the city's latest Jane Doe, an unidentified murder victim. Ruby Jones is
also trying to start over; she travelled halfway around the world only to find herself lonelier
than ever. Until she finds Alice's body by the Hudson River.

(328 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Mystery, Feminism, American

## Imbolo MBUE, BEHOLD THE DREAMERS - In 2007, Manhattan-based

Cameroonian immigrant Jende Jonga gets a job chauffeuring for Lehman Brothers
executive Clark Edwards, easing the financial strain on his family. At first, all goes well,
but problems in the Edwards' marriage lead to problems for the Jongas, and when
Lehman falls, both families are caught up in the terrible aftermath.

(382 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Immigrants, Cameroon, Recession, Literary, Contemporary

Eli GOTTLIEB, BEST BOY - First-person account of Todd Aaron, a 50-something
autistic man who’s been institutionalized for more than 40 years. The Payton Living
Centre is peopled with orderlies and patients who are by turns belligerent and
compassionate, dangerously disturbed and insanely well adjusted.

(246 pages)
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o ! r Themes: Psychological, Hospital, Autism, Family
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Georgia BLAIN, BETWEEN A WOLF AND A DOG - Ester is a family therapist

with an appointment book that catalogues the anxieties of the middle class: loneliness,
relationships, death. She spends her days helping others find happiness, but her own
family relationships are tense and frayed. Estranged from both her sister, April, and her ex-
husband, Lawrence, Ester wants to fall in love again.

(272 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Family, Mainstream, Therapy

TA NEHIS]I TaNehisi COATES, BETWEEN THE WORLD AND ME - in a series of essays,

written as a letter to his son, Coates confronts the notion of race in America and how it has
COATES shaped American history, many times at the cost of black bodies and lives.

. BETE!—.E!I (152 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
“THE WORLDR Themes: Memoir, Race, Social justice

AND ME
## Anita HEISS, BILA YARRUDHANGGLANGDHURAY - Gundagai 1852.

The powerful Murrumbidgee River surges through town leaving death and destruction in
Anita its wake. Wagadhaany is one of the lucky ones. She survives. But is her life now better
H P‘ IBRIN  than the fate she escaped?

b Yarsttengprangiumny

(393 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: History, Indigenous, Romance
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S. PATRIC, BLACK ROCK WHITE CITY - During a hot Melbourne summer
Jovan’s cleaning work at a bayside hospital is disrupted by acts of graffiti and violence
becoming increasingly malevolent. For Jovan the mysterious words that must be cleaned
away dislodge the poetry of the past. He and his wife Suzana were forced to flee
Sarajevo and the death of their children.

(248 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, Contemporary, Refugees, Balkan War

Colm TOIBIN, BLACKWATER LIGHTSHIP- with AIDS about to claim a well-
loved young man, three generations of his family are reunited at his bedside in Ireland, in
a novel that explores the nature of love and the complex interrelationships among family
members.

(272 pages)
Themes: Literary, Domestic, LGBTQ, Ireland, Terminal iliness

## John DOYLE, BLESSED - Blessed follows one year in the life of the boy who
would become Rampaging Roy Slaven, a boy who, even at the age of fifteen, knew he
was destined for greatness but had to get through high school first.

(295 pages)
Themes: Humour, Biographical fiction

Kyle PERRY, THE BLUFFS- When a school group of teenage girls go missing in the
remote wilderness of Tasmania’'s Great Western Tiers, the people of Limestone Creek
are immediately on alert. Not long ago, six young girls went missing in the area of those
dangerous bluffs, and the legends of ‘the Hungry Man’ still haunt locals to this day.

(420 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Contemporary, Mystery, Tasmania

Tess EVANS, BOOK OF LOST THREADS- Tender, funny and memorable,
Book of Lost Threads is a story about love and loss, parents and children, hope, faith and
the value of simple kindness.

(350 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Contemporary, Mainstream, Relationships

Abbi WAXMAN, THE BOOKISH LIFE OF NINA HILL- A confirmed introvert
finds her simple life upended when the father she never knew passes away, revealing an
enormous extended family that overwhelms her budding relationship with a fellow trivia
buff.

(332 pages)
Themes: Family, Quirky, Romance, Books

Trent DALTON, BOY SWALLOWS UNIVERSE - Brisbane, 1983: A lost
father, a mute brother, a mum in jail, a heroin dealer for a stepfather and a notorious
crim for a babysitter. A novel of love, crime, magic, fate and coming of age, set in
Brisbane's violent working class suburban fringe.

(480 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook

Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook

Themes: Coming of age, Contemporary, Bildungsroman, Domestic violence,
Drugs



Rachel LEARY, BRIDGET CRACK - van Diemen's Land, 1826. A desperate
convict flees into the wilderness. But the land that hides her will show her no mercy.

(320 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Colonial history

Hilary MANTEL, BRING UP THE BODIES - Depicts the downfall of Anne Boleyn
at the hands of Henry VIII and Thomas Cromwell as Anne and her powerful family fight
back while she is on trial for adultery and treason.

(608 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: English history, Literary, Biographical fiction

v BgDIES;'
e - Peter O’'BRIEN, BUSH SCHOOL - A 20-year-old teacher fresh out of college, a tiny
Bush one-teacher school in a paddock miles from anywhere, eighteen children aged between 5

Sehool and 15, it is an engaging and fascinating memoir of how a young man rose to a challenge
: c 00 most would shrink from today.

(284 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Memoir, Education, Australia

Alannah HILL, BUTTERFLY ON A PIN : A MEMOIR OF LOVE,
DESPAIR AND REINVENTION - Alannah Hill, one of Australia’s most

successful fashion designers, tells a fierce and intelligent account of how a freckle-
faced teenage runaway metamorphosed into a trailblazer and true original.

(352 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Memoir, Australia, Fashion

1 ~ Heather ROSE, THE BUTTERFLY MAN - On 7 November, 1974 a young English
BUIAIES‘FH nanny Rivett was murdered in London's West End. Her employer, Lord Lucan, was
1Al named as her attacker. Lord Lucan disappeared the night Sandra died and has never
T been seen since. Henry Kennedy lives on a mountain on the other side of the world. He

is not who he says he is. Is he a murderer or a man who can never clear his name?

(336 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Mystery

P.D. JAMES, THE CHILDREN OF MEN - The year is 2021. The country is under
the absolute rule of the Warden. Then by chance, Theo Faron meets a young woman
who seeks to challenge the power of the Warden's regime.

(241 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Dystopian, Speculative fiction, Mystery

Madeline MILLER, CIRCE - Follows the banished witch daughter of Titans as she
hones her powers and interacts with famous mythological beings before a conflict with
one of the most vengeful Olympians forces her to choose between the worlds of the
gods and mortals.

(336 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Historical, Fantasy, Witchcraft, Mythology




FDDIE AYRES

&

A2,
o

DARK

BRUCE PASCOE

## Elizabeth MACNEAL, CIRCUS OF WONDERS - Set apart because of the
birthmarks that speckle her skin, Nell's world is her beloved brother and devotion to the
sea. But when Jasper Jupiters Circus of Wonders arrives in the village, Nell is
kidnapped. Her father has sold her, promising Jasper Jupiter his very own leopard girl.

(376 pages)
Themes: History, Magical realism, Social

James BRADLEY, CLADE - A provocative, urgent novel about time, family and how a
changing planet might change our lives. The story follows scientist Adam and several
generations of his descendants.

(336 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Science fiction, Family, Climate, Immigration, Speculative fiction

Edwidge DANTICAT, CLAIRE OF THE SEA LIGHT - The interconnected

secrets of a coastal Haitian town are revealed when one little girl, the daughter of a
fisherman, goes missing.

(256 pages)
Themes: Literary, Contemporary, Family, Haiti, Magical realism, Missing person

Tim WINTON, CLOUDSTREET - Cloudstreet traces the fortunes and misfortunes of
two rural families who move to Perth and struggle to rebuild their lives after being
touched by disaster.

(426 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook
Themes: Literary, Family, Australia

## Margaret HICKEY, CUTTERS END - A desert highway. A remote town. A
murder that won'’t stay hidden. A mysterious death on New Year’s Eve 1989 leads to a
shocking murder investigation 32 years later...

(365 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Mystery, Murder, Australia

Eddie AYERS, DANGER MUSIC - Eddie takes us through the bombing and chaos of
Kabul, into the lives of the Afghan children who are transported music. Alongside these epic
experiences, Emma determines to take the final steps to secure her own peace; she becomes the
man always there inside.

(278 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Memoir, Gender identity, Music, Afghanistan, Depression, War

Bruce PASCOE, DARK EMU - Argues for a reconsideration of the 'hunter-gatherer'
tag for pre-colonial Aboriginal Australians and attempts to rebut the colonial myths that
have worked to justify dispossession.

(278 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook
Themes: History, Indigenous, Agriculture



umomva s o Lamorna ASH, DARK, SALT, CLEAR : LIFE IN A CORNISH FISHING

DA”} TOWN - A lyrical and deeply discerning portrait of life in the Cornish town of Newlyn,
"&I. the largest working fishing port in Britain. Ash lodges in a spare room by the harbor and
lets the village wash over her in all of its clamouring unruliness, thumping machinery,

GlE A..Lﬂﬂ and tangled nets - its history, dialect, and centuries-old industry.

[ Yo (310 pages)
— T Themes: Memoir, Travel, Society
—
## Dianne O'BRIEN, DAUGHTER OF THE RIVER COUNTRY -Bornin
Daughter o4 country NSW in the 1940s, baby Dianne is immediately taken from her Aboriginal

River Country  mother. Her mother Val promises Dianne that one day they will take a trip and she will
'tell her a secret'. But before they get the chance, Val tragically dies. Abandoned by her
> adoptive father, Dianne is raped at the age of 15.Miraculously she finds a way to forgive
her traumatic past and becomes a leader in her own right, vowing to help other 'stolen
people' just like her.

(336 pages) Also available in library collection eBook and eAudiobook
Themes: Memoir, Indigenous, Stolen generation, Abuse, Resilience

Sebastian BARRY, DAYS WITHOUT END - Thomas McNulty signs up for the
U.S. Army in the 1850s. With his brother in arms, John Cole, Thomas goes on to fight in
the Indian Wars and, ultimately, the Civil War. Orphans of terrible hardships themselves,
the men find these days to be vivid and alive, despite the horrors they see and are
complicit in.

SEBASTIAN

BARRY

(259 pages)

‘ Themes: History, American Civil War, Literary, Gay men, Indian Wars
WILLIAM LANDY ~ william LANDY, DEFENDING JACOB - Andy Barber has been an assistant
district attorney for more than twenty years. He is respected in his community, tenacious
in the courtroom, and happy at home with his wife, Laurie, and son, Jacob. But when a
shocking crime shatters their New England town, Andy is blindsided by what happens
next. His fourteen-year-old son is charged with the murder of a fellow student.

(488 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook Also available in library collection
eAudiobook
Themes: Thriller, Legal

## Torrey PETERS, DETRANSITION, BABY - Three women—transgender and
cisgender—whose lives collide after an unexpected pregnancy forces them to confront
their deepest desires around gender, motherhood, and sex.

(340 pages)
Themes: Transgender, Family, Contemporary, LGBTQ, Motherhood

Pip WILLIAMS, THE DICTIONARY OF LOST WORDS - In 1901, the word

'Bondmaid' was discovered missing from the Oxford English Dictionary. This is the story of
the girl who stole it.

(423 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: History, Feminism

Bill CLEGG, DID YOU EVER HAVE A FAMILY - Portrait of a community in the

Did You aftermath of a tragedy. June Reid, the broken woman at the epicentre of the novel, is
B S SRR struggling with a loss so profound that she is unable to see beyond her grief, unaware
ARz . that it has touched many people. Clegg tells their stories with heartbreaking sensitivity
and insight.

(293 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, Death, Family
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sarah MURGATROYD, THE DIG TREE - Describes the mid-nineteenth-century Burke
and Wells expedition in which eighteen amateur explorers took on the task of charting a
course across the vast unmapped interior of Australia from Melbourne to the northern
coast, recounting the tragic, nightmarish results of that odyssey.

(372 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: History, Explorers

Herman KOCH, THE DINNER - A summer's evening in Amsterdam and two couples
meet at a fashionable restaurant. Between mouthfuls of food and over the delicate
scraping of cutlery, the conversation remains a gentle hum of politeness. But the empty
words hide a terrible conflict and, with every forced smile and every new course, the
knives are being sharpened...

(304 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Psychological suspense

## Meredith JAFFE, THE DRESSMAKERS OF YARRANDARRAH

PRISON - Derek's daughter Debbie is getting married. He's desperate to be there, but
he's banged up in Yarrandarrah Correctional Centre. He wants to make a grand gesture
- to show her how much he loves her. But what? Inspiration strikes while he's at his
weekly prison sewing circle - he'll make her a wedding dress.

(359 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Prisoners, Family, Australia, Friendship

Rosalie HAM, THE DRESSMAKER’S SECRET - Tilly Dunnage is working for a

pittance in a second-rate Melbourne salon. Her talents go unappreciated, and the madame isa b
ully and a cheat. Tilly's name starts to feature in the fashion pages, and the jig is up. Along with
Tilly's hopes of keeping her secrets hidden...

(378 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Historical, Cultural, Revenge

Olga TOKARCZUK, DRIVE YOUR PLOW OVER THE BONES OF THE

DEAD - when her neighbour turns up dead, and then other bodies turn up under strange
circumstances, Janine, a recluse in a remote Polish village who prefers the company of animals
over humans, inserts herself into the investigation, certain she knows whodunit

(274 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, Mystery, Poland, Animal rights

Chris STEWART, DRIVING OVER LEMONS : AN OPTIMIST IN

ANDALUCIA- A warm, funny account of a British family's attempt to make a home in
southern Spain follows the first drummer for the rock band Genesis as he heads for
Andalucia with his wife and kids.

(256 p.) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Travel, Memoir, Spain, Rural life

Jane HARPER, THE DRY - A small town hides big secrets in The Dry, an
atmospheric, page-turning debut mystery by award-winning author Jane Harper.

(342 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Mystery, Murder, Australia
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## Ann Patchett, THE DUTCH HOUSE - A tale set over the course of five
decades traces a young man's rise from poverty to wealth and back again as his
prospects center around his family's lavish Philadelphia estate

(337 p.) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Dysfunctional family, Literary

Tara WESTOVER, EDUCATED : A MEMOIR - Memoir of a young woman

raised in a survivalist family in Idaho who strives for education while still showing great
understanding and love for the world she leaves behind

(256 p.) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Memoir, Survivalist, Morman, Dysfunctional family

Helene TURSTEN, AN ELDERLY LADY IS UP TO NO GOOD - mMaudis an

irascible 88-year-old Swedish woman with no family, no friends, and... no qualms about a little
murder. This funny, irreverent story collection will keep you laughing all the way to the retirement
home.

(173 p.) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Short stories, Mainstream, Mystery, Humour, Scandinavian

Gail HONEYMAN, ELEANOR OLIPHANT IS COMPLETELY FINE -
Smart, warm, and uplifting story of an out-of-the-ordinary heroine whose deadpan
weirdness and unconscious wit make for an irresistible journey as she realizes. . . The
only way to survive is to open your heart.

(352 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Themes: Quirky, Women, Mental health, Child abuse, Friendship

Muriel BARBERY, THE ELEGANCE OF THE HEDGEHOG - The book follows

events in the life of a concierge, Renée Michel, whose deliberately concealed intelligence
is uncovered by an unstable but intellectually precocious girl named Paloma.

(320 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Themes: Contemporary, Quirky, France, Philosophy

## Emma HEALEY, ELIZABETH IS MISSING - Siowly losing her memory and
her grip on everyday life; Maud refuses to forget her best friend. She is frustrated that no
one believes her. Her obsession to find her friend leads her deep into her own past, to the
disappearance of her sister.

(274 pages) Available in library collection eBook
Themes: Contemporary, Dementia, Mystery, Ageing, Family

Elizabeth von ARNIM, THE ENCHANTED APRIL - Four women, previously
unknown to one another, leave a dreary winter in England behind to take a one month
April holiday in a small, charming ltalian castle after responding to an advertisement in a
newspaper.

(220 pages) ** Kit includes DVD
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Classic, Travel, Women
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## Tim Ayliffe, THE ENEMY WITHIN - After a young Sudanese man is beaten into
a coma only streets away from where a white supremacists rally was held just hours
earlier, John Bailey, writing a piece on the rise of right wing extremism for the launch
issue of a new independent magazine, finds himself in the middle of a deadly conspiracy
determined to start a race war.

(353 pages)
Themes: Murder, White supremacy, Thriller

Vicki LAVEAU-HARVIE, THE ERRATICS - When her elderly mother is hospitalised
after an accident, Vicki is summoned to her parents' isolated and run-down ranch home in
Alberta, Canada, to care for her father. She becomes stuck in the middle of a bizarre and
ludicrously strange family dilemma.

(224 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Memoir, Mental iliness, Family, Ageing

Celeste NG, EVERYTHING | NEVER TOLD YOU - Lydia is the favourite child
of Marilyn and James Lee, and her parents are determined that she will fulfil the dreams
they were unable to pursue. But when Lydia’s body is found in the local lake, the delicate
balancing act that has been keeping the Lee family together is destroyed, tumbling them
into chaos.

(297 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Psychological, Family, Death

Moshin HAMID, EXIT WEST - In a country teetering on the brink of civil war, two
young people meet. They embark on a furtive love affair, thrust into premature intimacy
by the unrest roiling their city. When it explodes, turning familiar streets into a patchwork
of checkpoints and bomb blasts, they begin to hear whispers about doors--doors that can
whisk people far away.

(228 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Magical realism, Literary, War, Refugees, Pakistan

Sofie LAGUNA, THE EYE OF THE SHEEP - Meet Jimmy Flick. He's not like

other kids. He finds a lot of the adult world impossible to understand - especially why his
Dad gets so angry with him.

(308 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, Autism, Family violence, Australian

Thomas HARDY, FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD - After an unfortunate

marriage to Sergeant Troy and an affair with Farmer Boldwood, Bathsheba Everdene
finally becomes the wife of the man who has always loved her.

(433 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Classic, Romance

Lauren Groff, FATES AND FURIES - Every story has two sides. Every
relationship has two perspectives. And sometimes, it turns out, the key to a great
marriage is not its truths but its secrets. At the core of this rich, expansive, layered novel,
Lauren Groff presents the story of one such marriage over the course of twenty-four
years.

(389 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Relationships, Contemporary
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Sularai GENTILL, A FEW RIGHT THINKING MEN- in Australia’s 1930s, the
Sinclair name is respectable and influential, yet the youngest son Rowland — an artist —
has a talent for scandal. Mounting political tensions fuelled by the Great Depression take
Australia to the brink of revolution. Rowland is indifferent to the politics, until a brutal
murder exposes an extraordinary and treasonous conspiracy.

(346 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Historical, Mystery

Claire NORTH, THE FIRST FIFTEEN LIVES OF HARRY AUGUST -
Harry August is on his deathbed. Again. No matter what he does or the decisions he
makes, when death comes, Harry always returns to where he began, a child with all the
knowledge of a life he has already lived a dozen times before. Nothing ever changes.
Until now.

(417 pages)
Themes: Fantasy, Reincarnation, Time travel

Richard GLOVER, FLESH WOUNDS - Part poignant family memoir, part rollicking
venture into a 1970s Australia, this is a book for anyone who's wondered if their family is
the oddest one on the planet.

(304 p.) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook
Themes: Biography, Family History, Alcoholism

Maxine BENEBA-CLARKE, FOREIGN SOIL - in Melbourne's Western Suburbs, in
a dilapidated block of flats overhanging the rattling Footscray train-lines, a young black
mother is working on a collection of stories.

(256 pages)
Themes: Short stories, Refugees

Patrick deWITT, FRENCH EXIT - a brilliant and darkly comic novel about a wealthy
widow and her adult son who flee New York for Paris in the wake of scandal and
financial disintegration.

(248 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Quirky, Family, Death

# Julietta Henderson, THE FUNNY THING ABOUT NORMAN

FOREMAN - Norman and Jax are a legendary comedy duo in the making, with a five
-year plan to perform at the Edinburgh Fringe. But then Jax dies before they even turn
twelve. If meeting his dad and performing at the Festival are the two things that will help
Norman through this devastating time, then his mother Sadie is going to make them
happen.

(355 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Funny, Family, Death, Coming of age

Amor TOWLES, A GENTLEMAN IN MOSCOW - Deemed unrepentant by a
Bolshevik tribunal in 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is sentenced to house arrest in a
hotel across the street from the Kremlin, where he lives in an attic room while some of the
most tumultuous decades in Russian history unfold.

(462 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Historical, Communism
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Richard FIDLER, GHOST EMPIRE - In 2014, Richard Fidler and his son Joe made a
journey to Istanbul. Fired by Richard's passion for the rich history of the dazzling Byzantine
Empire we are swept into some of the most extraordinary tales in history. A beautifully
written ode to a lost civilization, and a warmly observed father-son adventure.

(492 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook and eAudiobook
Themes: History, Travel, Turkey

## Debra GAVRANICH, THE GIRL WHO LEFT - Marija lives in a small village on
the idyllic island of Korc€ula off the coast near Split in the country now known as Croatia.
At 18 years of age she agrees to a proxy marriage to a 27-year-old sugarcane farmer in
Far North Queensland who had left the village as a small child with his family in the
1920s.

(257 pages)
Themes: Biography, War, Migrants, Family, Cancer

Bernardine EVARISTO, GIRL, WOMAN, OTHER- Follows the lives and struggles
of twelve very different characters. Mostly women, black and British, they tell the stories
of their families, friends and lovers, across the country and through the years.

(341 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Racism, Contemporary, LGBTQ

Monica McINERNEY, THE GODMOTHERS - Eliza is living as safely as possible,
avoiding close relationships and devoting herself to her job. Out of the blue, an enticing
invitation from one of her godmothers prompts a leap into the unknown.

(439 pages)
Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook
Themes: Mainstream, Family, Secrets

Joan LONDON, THE GOLDEN AGE -Itis 1954 and thirteen-year-old Frank Gold,
refugee from wartime Hungary, is learning to walk again after contracting polio in
Australia. At the Golden Age Children's Polio Convalescent Hospital in Perth, he sees
Elsa, a fellow-patient, and they form a forbidden, passionate bond.

(242 pages) ** kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, History

## Karen BROOKS, THE GOOD WIFE OF BATH - England, The Year of Our
Lord, 1364. When married off aged 12 to an elderly farmer, Eleanor Cornfed, whos
constantly told to seek redemption for her many sins, quickly realises it wont matter what
she says or does, God is not on her side. Both a lover and a fighter, she will not bow
meekly to fate. A retelling of Chaucer’s tale.

(541 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: History, Women, Marriage

Holly THROSBY, GOODWOOD - In 1992, when Jean Brown is seventeen, a terrible
thing happens. Two people go missing. People die in Goodwood, of course, but never like
this. They don't just disappear...As the intensity of speculation about the fates of Rosie
and Bart heightens, Jean, who is keeping secrets of her own, and the rest of Goodwood
are left reeling.

(378 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Mystery, Coming of age, Australian
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Joanna NELL, THE GREAT ESCAPE FROM WOODLANDS NURSING

HOME - At nearly ninety, retired nature writer Hattie Bloom prefers the company of
birds to people, but when a fall lands her in a nursing home she struggles to cope with the
loss of independence and privacy. From the confines of her 'room with a view' of the
carpark, she dreams of escape.

(374 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Mainstream, Humour, Old age

## Jillian CANTOR, HALF LIFE - A briliant sliding-doors reimagining of the
passionate life of the first woman to win a Nobel Prize - and the life Marie Curie might
have led if she had chosen love over science.

(381 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Alternate history, Science, History, Biographical fiction

Maggie O’FARRELL, HAMNET - Agnes settles with her husband in Henley street,
Stratford, and has three children: a daughter, Susanna, and then twins, Hamnet and
Judith. The boy, Hamnet, dies in 1596, aged eleven. Four years or so later, the husband
writes a play called Hamlet. .

(372 pages)
Themes: Literary, History, Plague, Biographical fiction

Margaret ATWOOD, THE HANDMAID’S TALE - The Republic of Gilead offers
Offred only one function: to breed. If she deviates, she will, like dissenters, be hanged at
the wall or sent out to die slowly of radiation sickness. But even a repressive state cannot
obliterate desire — neither Offred's nor that of the two men on which her future hangs.

(311 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook
Themes: Literary, Dystopian, Feminism

## Eddie JAKU, THE HAPPIEST MAN ON EARTH - A Holocaust survivor

pays tribute to those who were lost by telling his story, sharing his wisdom, and living his
best possible life.

(175 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Biography, Holocaust, War, Survival

Ahn DO, THE HAPPIEST REFUGEE - The laugh-out-loud, reach-for-your-hanky

story of one of Australia's best-loved comedians.

(229 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Autobiography, Humor, Refugees

Samantha TIDY, THE HAPPINESS JAR - Rachel Hudson succumbs to cystic
fibrosis at age twenty-seven, intentionally leaving behind secrets that push each of her
remaining family to question what it is they want from life, and from each other.

(334 pages)

Themes: Contemporary, Family, Faith



Jill Alexander ESSBAUM, HAUSFRAU - Anna Benz, an American in her late thirties,
lives with her Swiss husband, Bruno—a banker—and their three young children in a
postcard-perfect suburb of Zirich. Though she leads a comfortable, well-appointed life,
Anna is falling apart inside.

(324 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Themes: Literary, Psychological, Adultery, Contemporary

Vincent CONNOLLY, HEAVY AS A MOUNTAIN - A WWIl Japanese airman in

the two greatest battles fought on Australian soil, shamed by his capture, faces a
dilemma — uphold the honour of his family or risk the life of his young wife

=llcavy
=« ASn

Mountain | (288 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
B\ crx . Themes: History, War

JONNOLLY

-

Kamila SHAMSIE, HOME FIRE - Isma is free. After years of watching out for her
younger siblings in the wake of their mother's death, an invitation from a mentor in
America has allowed her to resume a dream long deferred. But Isma worries about the
influence of a powerful politician's son who drives the family to choose between love
and loyalty, with devastating consequences.

(264 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Political, Family, Muslim

HONEYBEE Craig SILVEY, HONEYBEE - Late in the night, fourteen-year-old Sam Watson steps
onto a quiet overpass, climbs over the rail and looks down at the road far below. At the

Al other end of the same bridge, an old man, Vic, smokes his last cigarette. The two see

Y each other across the void. A fateful connection is made, and an unlikely friendship

’ blooms.
CRAIG L : :
(386 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
S I I-v E Y Themes: Literary, Coming of age, Youth, Contemporary, Dysfunctional family,
- LGBTQ, Mental health

## Jing-Jing LEE, HOW WE DISAPPEARED - When her husband dies in the

year 2000, Wang Di is forced into the solitary life of a widow in modern Singapore. But
this new silence brings with it a surge of memories, taking her back to the brutal events
of the Japanese invasion which altered the course of her life forever.

(343 pages)
Themes: History, War, Dysfunctional family, Abuse, Culture

Jaclyn MORIARTY, | HAVE A BED MADE OF BUTTERMILK

PANCAKES - | Have a Bed Made of Buttermilk Pancakes is a grown-up fairytale,
and a mystery set in the suburbs. It's about what happens when hope leads to sad and
hilarious mistakes and when mistakes lead to hope once again.

(424 pages) Also available in library collection eBook

S Themes: Quirky, Fantasy, Magical realism, Mystery

Maya ANGELOU, | KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS- In this first

volume of her autobiography, Maya evokes her childhood with her grandmother in the
American South of the 1930s.

(309 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Themes: Autobiography, Race, African American
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Emily RUSKOVICH, IDAHO - Ann and Wade have carved out a life for themselves
from a rugged landscape in northern Idaho. With her husband's memory fading, Ann
attempts to piece together the truth of what happened to Wade's first wife, Jenny, and to
their daughters.

(308 pages) Also available in library collection eBook. eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Mystery, Marriage

Kate GRENVILLE, THE IDEA OF PERFECTION - The Idea of Perfection is a
romance between two people who have given up love. Set in rural New South Wales,
Douglas Cheeseman and Harley Savage first clash over the conservation of the old
bridge, but eventually a closer relationship develops.

(401 pages)
Themes: Literary, Love

Rebecca SKLOOT, THE IMMORTAL LIFE OF HENRIETTA LACKS - Her
name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HelLa. She was a poor black
tobacco farmer who worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells — taken
without her knowledge — become one of the most important tools in modern medicine.

(310 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Biography, Science, Medical ethics

Hannah ROTHSCHILD, THE IMPROBABILITY OF LOVE- Annie leaves a junk

store with a painting. She prepares an elaborate dinner for her boyfriend, only to be stood
up, now the gift is gathering dust on her mantelpiece. But every painting has a story —
and if it could speak, what would it tell us?

(416 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Satire, Mainstream, Art, Family secrets

Mary-Rose MacColl, IN FALLING SNOW - A vivid and compelling story of love,
war and secrets, set against the backdrop of WWI France.

(440 pages)
Themes: History, War, Women

Ayaan Hirsi ALI, INFIDEL- Ayaan Hirsi Ali captured the world’s attention with Infidel,
her coming-of-age memoir, which spent thirty-one weeks on the New York Times
bestseller list. Her memoir shows the development of beliefs, iron will, and extraordinary
determination to fight injustice of this elegant, distinguished and sometimes reviled
political superstar and champion of free speech.

(384 pages)
Themes: Memoir, Muslim, Women, Refugees

Francesca SEGAL, THE INNOCENTS - Adam must choose between duty and
passion when, after becoming engaged to Rachel, his girlfriend of twelve years, he finds
himself powerfully drawn to her reckless and beautiful cousin, Ellie, who represents
everything that he has always tried to avoid, but now finds himself longing for.

(282 pages)
Themes: Mainstream, Romance, Jewish
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Claire TOMALIN, THE INVISIBLE WOMAN - A portrait of nineteenth-century

actress Ellen Ternan, the woman who was the mistress of Charles Dickens, describing
her secret relationship with the author.

(283 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Themes: Literary biography, Arts, Women

## Lisa SEE, THE ISLAND OF SEA WOMEN - Mi-ja and Young-sook, two girls
living on the Korean island of Jeju, are best friends that come from very different
backgrounds. When they are old enough, they begin working in the sea with their village's
all-female diving collective, led by Young-sook's mother.

(374 pages)
Themes: Women, Korea, Friendship

## Amanda LOHREY, THE LABYRINTH - Erica Marsden's son, an artist, has been
imprisoned for homicidal negligence. In a state of grief, Erica cuts off all ties to family and
friends, and retreats to a quiet hamlet on the south-east coast near the prison where he is
serving his sentence.

(246 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Mental iliness, Family, Prison, Isolation

Kate MORTON, THE LAKE HOUSE - The morning after the Edevane's exclusive
Midsummer Eve party in Cornwall in 1933, their youngest child, Theo, is nowhere to be
found. The family pack up and leave their beautiful country home, never to return. Until, in
2003, a young female police officer stumbles into the lost gardens surrounding the
abandoned house.

(595 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Mystery, Family

Naomi J. Williams, LANDFALLS - a fictionalized reimagining of the ill-fated
Lapérouse expedition (1785-1788), a voyage of exploration that attempted to
circumnavigate the globe for science and the glory of France. Each chapter of Landfalls is
told from a different point of view, including those of the French captains, rank-and-file
crew members, natives, and loved ones waiting at home.

(336 pages)
Themes: History, Exploration

Susan JOHNSON, THE LANDING - Jonathan Lott is confused. His wife has left him
for a woman and he doesn't like living alone. Is it true that an about-to-be-divorced man
in possession of a good fortune is in need of a new wife?

(288 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Mainstream, Divorce, Middle age

Vanessa DIFFENBAUGH, THE LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS- A mesmerizing,

moving and elegantly written debut novel, ‘The Language of Flowers’ beautifully weaves
past and present, creating a vivid portrait of an unforgettable woman whose gift for flowers
helps her change the lives of others even as she struggles to overcome her own troubled
past.

(352 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook
Themes: Psychological, Foster care
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## Caroline Graham & Kylie Stevenson LARRIMAH : A MISSING MAN, AN
EYELESS CROC, AND AN OUTBACK TOWN OF 11 PEOPLE WHO
MOSTLY HATE EACH OTHER - A dying town, a missing man. One of

Australia's greatest mysteries - two whodunnits, twisted together.

(380 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Australia, True crime

Andrew GROSS, THE LAST BROTHER - A stirring story of a Jewish family
brought together in the dawn of the women's garment business and torn apart by the
birth of organized crime in New York City in the 1930s.

(371 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Historical, Thriller, Family

Dominic SMITH, THE LAST PAINTING OF SARAH DE VOS - Bridges the

historical and the contemporary, tracking a collision course between a rare landscape by a
female Dutch painter of the golden age, an inheritor of the work in 1950s Manhattan, and
a celebrated art historian who painted a forgery of it in her youth.

(374 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Historical, Art

## Mark T. SULLIVAN, THE LAST GREEN VALLEY - Inlate March 1944, as

Stalin's forces push into Ukraine, young Emil and Adeline Martel must make a terrible
decision: Do they wait for the Soviet bear's intrusion and risk being sent to Siberia? Or do
they reluctantly follow the wolves - murderous Nazi officers who have pledged to protect
"pure-blood" Germans?

(445 pages)
Themes: Historical, War, Nazis, Refugees

Tracy CHEVALIER, THE LAST RUNAWAY - Forced to leave England and
struggling with illness in the wake of a family tragedy, Quaker Honor Bright is forced to
rely on strangers in the harsh landscape of 1850 Ohio and is compelled to join the
Underground Railroad network to help runaway slaves escape to freedom.

(305 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Themes: Historical, Quakers

# Clem BASTOW, LATE BLOOMER - With wit and warmth, Clem reflects as an
autistic adult on her formative experiences as an undiagnosed young person, from the
asphalt playground of St Joseph's Primary School in Melbourne to working as an
entertainment journalist in Hollywood.

(262 pages)

Themes: Autobiography, Autism, Coming of age

Andrew Sean GREER, LESS - Receiving an invitation to his ex-boyfriend's wedding,
Arthur, a failed novelist on the eve of his fiftieth birthday, embarks on an international
journey that finds him falling in love, risking his life, reinventing himself, and making
connections with the past.

(263 pages)
Themes: Contemporary, Humour, Love, Literary, LGBTQIA
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Susan ORLEAN, THE LIBRARY BOOK - The author reopens the unsolved
mystery of the most catastrophic library fire in American history, and delivers a dazzling
love letter to a beloved institution: our libraries.

(317 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: History, True crime, Arson, Libraries

## Amor TOWLES, THE LINCOLN HIGHWAY - In June, 1954, 18 year old
Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the warden of the work farm where he
has just served a year for involuntary manslaughter. Emmett’s intention is to pick up his
brother and head west. But when the warden drives away, Emmett discovers that two
friends have hidden themselves in the trunk of the warden’s car. Together, they have
hatched an altogether different plan for Emmett’s future.

(576 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: History, Comin of age, Adventure

Brooke DAVIS, LOST AND FOUND - Follows a shared encounter between an
abandoned 7-year-old, a widowed shut-in and a nursing home escapee, who embark on
a road trip across Western Australia to find the child's mother.

(272 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Themes: Whimsy, Ageing, Grief, Friendship

## Holly RINGLAND, THE LOST FLOWERS OF ALICE HART - After her
family suffers a tragedy, nine-year-old Alice Hart is forced to leave her idyllic seaside
home. She is taken in by her grandmother, June, a flower farmer who raises Alice on the
language of Australian native flowers, a way to say the things that are too hard to speak.

(388 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Family violence, Coming of age, Mainstream, Survival

## Hilde HINTON, THE LOUDNESS OF UNSAID THINGS - Growing upin
the ‘80s is Susie, who lives with her father in Melbourne and has scheduled visits with
her mother, either at her flat or at the ‘mind hospital’ when her mother is feeling unwell.
Closer to the present we are introduced to Miss Kaye who works at ‘The Institute’, a
mental health clinic for women where we observe her daily interactions with the

inpatients.

(304 pages)
Themes: Mental iliness, Family

Francesc MIRALLES, LOVE IN SMALL LETTERS - A homebody linguistics
teacher in Barcelona has his world turned upside down when a stray cat, Mishima,
introduces him to places he's never been and people he's never met, in an internationally
best-selling romantic comedy.

(300 pages)
Themes: Romantic comedy, Loneliness, Cats

## Emily MAGUIRE, LOVE OBJECTS - Nic’s thin veneer of calm hides a multitude
of sins. Her family history is a mix of lies, too-soon deaths and criminal endeavours. She
clings desperately to her relationships with niece Lena and keeps herself happy by saving
‘love objects’. She is a hoarder. When she has a fall in her house, as a result of the piles
of rubbish and tat, everything unravels as her secret life is made public.

(388 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Compulsive hoarding, Family, Sex scandals
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Leila SLIMANI, LULLABY - Follows the relationship between a working French-
Moroccan couple and their too-good-to-be-true nanny, whose devotion to their children
spirals into a psychologically charged cycle of jealousies, resentments and violence.

(224 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Mystery, Social classes, Motherhood

Derek HANSON, LUNCH WITH MUSSOLINI - With the end of World War Il in
sight, a German officer orders the reprisal shooting of eight women in a small Alpine
village near Lake Como. Fifty years later in Sydney, the daughter of one of the victims
discovers that her mother's executioner is living quietly nearby under an assumed name.

(432 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Thriller, History, Storytelling

Mark DOUGLAS-HOMES, A MALICE OF WAVES - For five years Priest's Island
has guarded the secret of Max Wheeler's disappearance. Each anniversary the boy's
family gathers at the scene to mourn his loss and to commission a new inquiry into the
mystery. Now Cal McGill, an oceanographer with expertise in tracking bodies at sea, has
taken up the quest.

(289 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Mystery

Fredrik BACKMAN, A MAN CALLED OVE - A curmudgeon hides a terrible
personal loss beneath a cranky and short-tempered exterior while clashing with new
neighbours, a boisterous family whose chattiness and habits lead to unexpected
friendship.

(337 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Themes: Mainstream, Quirky, Ageing, Friendship

Nathan BRESSER, MAN IN THE CORNER - David’s was a perfectly acceptable
life — successful business, happy marriage, two children. But then he involves himself in
an identity-theft crime worth millions of dollars, and his world is turned upside down.

(299 pages)
Themes: Psychological suspense, Fraud

## Deborah LEVY, THE MAN WHO SAW EVERYTHING - While staging a

photograph in tribute to a Beatles album cover as a gift to his hosts in Communist East
Berlin, a narcissistic young historian endures a near-miss that changes his life trajectory.

(199 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Memory, Communism, LGBTQ

Farahad ZAMA, THE MARRIAGE BUREAU FOR RICH PEOPLE - What

does an Indian man with a wealth of common sense do when his retirement becomes too
monotonous for him to stand? Open a marriage bureau of course!

(276 pages)
Themes: Romance, Humour, Marriage, India
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Aminatta FORNA, THE MEMORY OF LOVE - In contemporary Sierra Leone, a
devastating civil war has left an entire populace with secrets to keep. In the capital
hospital, a gifted young surgeon is plagued by demons that are beginning to threaten his
livelihood. Elsewhere in the hospital lies a dying man who was young during the country’s
turbulent postcolonial years and has stories to tell that are far from heroic.

(445 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, History, Civil war, Africa

Jeffery EUGENIDES, MIDDLESEX- This is the story of Calliope Stephanides, who
discovers at the age of fourteen that she is really a he. Cal traces the story of his
transformation and the genetic condition that caused it back to his paternal grandparents,
who happen also to be brother and sister, and the Greek village of Bithynios in Asia
Minor.

(529 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, LGBTQAI, Gender

Karen FOXLEE, THE MIDNIGHT DRESS - Rose, nearly sixteen, is used to
traveling around with her alcoholic father but connects with the people of a small, coastal
Australian town, especially classmate Pearl and reclusive Edie, who teaches her to sew a
magical dress for the Harvest Festival while a mystery unfolds around them.

(327 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Mystery, Mystical, Friendship

## Matt HAIG, THE MIDNIGHT LIBRARY- Between life and death there is a
library, and within that library, the shelves go on forever. Every book provides a chance
to try another life you could have lived. To see how things would be if you had made
other choices.

(288 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Fantasy, Magical realism, Depression

Jessie BURTON, THE MINIATURIST - A dollhouse whose figures and furnishings
foretell life events, mysterious notes, family secrets and the powerful guild and church of
1686 Amsterdam. All these elements combine for an engaging story of a young bride’s
struggle to be the ‘architect’ of her own fortune.

(400 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Historical, Magical realism, Marriage

Angie KIM, MIRACLE CREEK - A dramatic murder trial in the aftermath of an
experimental medical treatment and a fatal explosion upends a rural Virginia community
where personal secrets and private ambitions complicate efforts to uncover what
happened.

(355 pages)
Themes: Contemporary, Mystery, Immigrants, Courtroom

Gill HORNBY, MISS AUSTEN - Cassandra Austen hunts down a trove of letters
written by her deceased sister, Jane, and confronts the buried secrets they hold, secrets
not only about Jane but also about Cassandra herself.

(392 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: History, Biographical fiction, Family



m ## Rachel JOYCE, MISS BENSON’S BEETLE - Margery advertises for an

' assistant to accompany her on an expedition to the other side of the world to search for a

- beetle that may or may not exist. Enid Pretty is not who she had in mind. But together

© they will find themselves drawn into an adventure that exceeds all Margery's
expectations.

(392 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: History, Friendship, Adventure, Nature, Travel

Liz BYRSKI, A MONTH OF SUNDAYS - For over ten years, Ros, Adele, Judy

and Simone have been in an online book club, but they have never met face to face. Until
NOW...

(343 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Contemporary, Mainstream, Friendship, Retirement

Kate MILDENHALL, THE MOTHER FAULT - Mim’s husband is missing. No one
knows where Ben is, The Department has fitted the entire population with a universal
tracking chip to keep them ‘safe’. But suddenly Ben can’t be tracked.

% (343 pages)

Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Thriller, Dystopia, Speculative, Climate change

stataesatataladistises

‘i #t Sara el SAYED, MUDDY PEOPLE - A hilarious, heartwarming memoir of growing
MUDDY up and becoming yourself in an Egyptian Muslim family. Soos is trying to balance her

: parents' strict decrees with having friendships, crushes and the freedom to develop her
LSS own values.

PEOPLE ...

e Themes: Memoir, Muslim, Coming of age, Multiculturalism
SARA EL SAYED

Heather ROSE, THE MUSEUM OF MODERN LOVE - Arky Levin is separated
from his wife and one day he finds his way to The Atrium at MOMA and sees Marina
Abramovic in The Artist is Present. The performance continues for seventy-five days and,
as it unfolds, so does Arky.

(281 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literature, Contemporary, Art

Elena FERRANTE, MY BRILLIANT FRIEND - Beginning in the 1950s Elena and
Lila grow up in Naples, Italy. Through the lives of these two women, Ferrante tells the story
of a neighbourhood, a city, and a country as it is transformed in ways that, in turn, also
transform the relationship between her protagonists, the unforgettable Elena and Lila.

M i

BRILLIANT _

FRIEND w0’

1
'y (331 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook

UV  Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook

FERRANTE Themes: Mainstream, Coming of age, Italy, Friendship

Oyinkan BRAITHWAITE, MY SISTER, THE SERIAL KILLER - Realizing that
her beautiful, beloved younger sister has murdered yet another boyfriend, an embittered
Nigerian woman works to direct suspicion away from the family, until a handsome doctor
she fancies asks for her sister's number.

(226 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Family, Thriller, Nigeria, Black humour
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Charlotte WOOD, THE NATURAL WAY OF THINGS - Two women awaken
from a drugged sleep to find themselves imprisoned in an abandoned property in the
middle of a desert in a story of two friends, sisterly love and courage - a gripping, starkly
imaginative exploration of contemporary misogyny and corporate control, and of what it
means to hunt and be hunted.

(315 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Suspense, Horror, Misogyny

Kristin HANNAH, THE NIGHTINGALE - Viann and Isabelle have always been
close despite their differences. When World War |l strikes and Antoine (Viann’s husband)
is sent off to fight, Viann and Isabelle's father sends Isabelle to help her older sister cope.

(440 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Themes: History, War, Resistance, Family

Cormac McCARTHY, NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN - Stumbling upon a
bloody massacre, a cache of heroin, and more than $2 million in cash during a hunting
trip, Llewelyn Moss removes the money, a decision that draws him and his young wife
into the middle of a violent confrontation.

(309 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Mystery, Western, Drugs

Behrouz BOOCHANI, NO FRIEND BUT THE MOUNTAINS : WRITING

FROM MANUS ISLAND - Since 2013, journalist Behrouz Boochani has been held
in the Manus Island offshore processing centre. This book is the result: an act of survival.
A first-hand account. A cry of resistance. A vivid portrait of four years of incarceration.

(309 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Politics, Memoir, Prison, Refugees

Sally ROONEY, NORMAL PEOPLE - The unconventional secret childhood bond
between a popular boy and a lonely, intensely private girl is tested by character reversals
in their first year at a Dublin college that render one introspective and the other social, but
self-destructive.

(243 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Contemporary, Literary, Coming of age, Relationships

## Peter ROBINSON, NOT DARK YET - Inspector Banks investigates the death of a
property developer, which leads to a secondary investigation involving a rape victim.

(374 pages)
Themes: Murder, Rape, Police pocedural

Elizabeth STROUT, OLIVE KITTERIDGE - The world of Olive Kitteridge, a retired
school teacher in a small coastal town in Maine, is revealed in stories that explore her
diverse roles in many lives, including a lounge singer haunted by a past love, her stoic
husband and her own resentful son.

(260 pages)
Themes: Literary, Family, Short stories, Ageing
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Zadie SMITH, ON BEAUTY - Centers on the story of two families and their different
yet increasingly intertwined lives. An unfailingly perceptive portrait of a struggling
marriage, and an empathetic depiction of adolescent struggle. It is also an outsider’s witty
look at American cultural life floundering under the weight of political and cultural
divisions.

(446 pages) Also available in library collection eBook

Themes: Literary, Family, Race, Contemporary

lan McEWAN, ON CHESIL BEACH - 1an McEwan's novel about a disastrous
wedding night brings the grand narrative of history to bear on the small picture of
individual lives.

(166 pages) ** Kit includes DVD
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, Love, Marriage

## Charlotte McCONGHY, ONCE THERE WERE WOLVES - Inti Flynn arrives
in Scotland with her twin sister, Aggie, to lead a team of biologists tasked with
reintroducing fourteen gray wolves into the remote Highlands. She hopes to heal not only
the dying landscape, but Aggie, too, unmade by the terrible secrets that drove the sisters
out of Alaska.

(258 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Nature, Thrillers, Literary, Scotland

Rick MORTON, ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF DIRT - Violence, treachery and
cruelty run through the generational veins of Rick Morton's family. A horrific accident
thrusts his mother and siblings into a world impossible for them to navigate, a life of
poverty and drug addiction.

(349 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Biography, Psychological

Julian BARNES, THE ONLY STORY - A man who ran away as a teen university
student with a married woman more than twice his age reflects on how they fell in love,
how he freed her from a sterile marriage and how their relationship fell apart as she
succumbed to depression.

(224 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Psychological

Amanda COPLIN, THE ORCHARDIST - Setin the untamed American West. One
day, orchardist Talmadage is in town to sell his fruit at the market, two girls steal some
apples. Later, they appear on his homestead, cautious yet curious about the man who
gave them no chase. Feral, scared, and very pregnant, Jane and her sister Della take up
on Talmadage's land.

(448 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Themes: Historical, Literary, Relationshipd

# Kim LOoCK, THE OTHER SIDE OF BEAUTIFUL - Meet Mercy Blain, whose

house has just burnt down. Unfortunately for Mercy, this goes beyond the disaster it
would be for most people: she hasnt been outside that house for two years now.

(358 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Australia, Domestic, Agoraphobia
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Stephanie BISHOP, THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WORLD - Cambridge 1963.
Charlotte struggles to reconnect with the woman she was before children, and to find the
time and energy to paint. Her husband, Henry, cannot face the thought of another English
winter. A brochure slipped through the letterbox gives him the answer: 'Australia brings
out the best in you'.

(352 pages)
Themes: Family, Australia

Michael ROBOTHAM, THE OTHER WIFE - When his father, a celebrated surgeon,
is brutally attacked and a strange woman shows up at his bedside covered in blood, Joe
O'Loughlin is forced to question everything he has always believed about his father and
soon discovers that the truth comes with a high price.

(384 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Suspense, Family

## Mark BRANDI, THE OTHERS - On his eleventh birthday, Jacob's father gives him
a diary. To write about things that happen. About what he and his father do on their farm.
About the sheep, the crop, the fox and the dam. But Jacob knows some things should not
be written down. Some things should not be remembered.

(373 pages)
Themes: Suspense, Family, Contemporary

Claire FULLER, OUR ENDLESS NUMBERED DAYS - Peggy is eight when
her survivalist father tells her that the world has been destroyed and takes her to live in a
remote cabin, but years later, her search for the owner of a pair of found boots unwittingly
leads her back to civilization.

(394 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook
Themes: Literary, Coming of age, Survival, Wilderness

Kent HARUF, OUR SOULS AT NIGHT - David Nicholls Addie Moore's husband
died years ago, so did Louis Waters' wife, and, as neighbours in Holt, Colorado they have
naturally long been aware of each other. The nights are terribly lonely, especially with no
one to talk to. Then one evening Addie pays Louis an unexpected visit.

(189 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Love, Friendship, Ageing

## Alison BOOTH, THE PAINTING - A young Hungarian woman confronts her
family's past in an engrossing quest for a stolen painting.

(373 pages)

Themes: Family, Art, Refugees, Hungary, Mystery

Nina STIBBE, PARADISE LODGE - 15-year-old Lizzie takes a job as a junior nurse
at a ramshackle refuge for the elderly, where she encounters a colourful host of
characters and begins to experience the first sense of belonging in her young life.

(274 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Humour, Coming of age
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Roxane DHAND, THE PEARLER’S WIFE - Set at the turn of the century, among
the pearl merchants making their fortune in the ports of Western Australia.

(400 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: History, Mainstream, Marriage

## Samira SEDIRA, PEOPLE LIKE THEM - Psychological suspense novel
inspired by a true story about a couple in an insular French village whose lives are
upended when a family of outsiders moves in.

(178 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Murder, Social classes, France

Martin SIXSMITH, PHILOMENA - The nuns took Philomena’s baby from her and
sold him, like thousands of others, to America for adoption. Fifty years later, she decides
to find him. Meanwhile, on the other side of the Atlantic, Philomena's son was trying to
find her.

(464 pages) ** Kit includes DVD
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Biography, Family, Catholic, Homosexuality

Julia BAIRD, PHOSPHORESENCE - A beautiful, intimate and inspiring
investigation into how we can find and nurture within ourselves that essential quality of
internal happiness - the 'light within' that Julia Baird calls 'phosphorescence' - which will
sustain us even through the darkest times.

(310 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Contemporary, Social, Happiness

Melina MARCHETTA, THE PLACE ON DALHOUSIE - Rosie returns to the
house on Dalhousis and living there is Martha, whom her father married less than a year
after the death of Rosie's mother. And so begins a stand-off between two women who
refuse to move out of the home they both lay claim to.

(279 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook and eAudiobook
Themes: Family, Mainstream

Salman RUSHDIE, QUICHOTTE - Inspired by the Cervantes classic, Sam
DuChamp, mediocre writer of spy thrillers, creates Quichotte, a courtly, addled salesman
obsessed with television, who falls in impossible love with the TV star Salman R.
Together with his (imaginary) son Sancho, Quichotte sets off on a picaresque quest
across America to prove worthy of her hand

(390 pages)
Themes: Literary, Travel, Contemporary

## Andrew GRAFF, RAFT OF STARS - When two hardscrabble young boys think
they’'ve committed a crime, they flee into the Northwoods of Wisconsin. Will the adults
trying to find and protect them reach them before it’s too late?

(288 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Coming of age, Friendship, Child abuse, Wilderness
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Jean-Paul DIDIERLAURENT, THE READER ON THE 6:27 - Guylain Vignolles
lives on the edge of existence. Working at a book pulping factory in a job he hates, he has
but one pleasure in life . . . Sitting on the 6.27 train each day, Guylain recites aloud from
pages he has saved from the jaws of his monstrous pulping machine.

(256 pages)
Themes: Literary, Loneliness, France

Magda SZUBANSKI, RECKONING - Magda describes her journey of self-discovery
from a suburban childhood, haunted by the demons of her father’s espionage activities in
wartime Poland and by her secret awareness of her sexuality, to the complex dramas of
adulthood and her need to find out the truth about herself and her family.

(374 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook
Themes: Memoir, LGBTQ, Intergenerational trauma

Robert GOOLRICK, A RELIABLE WIFE - He placed a notice in a Chicago paper,
an advertisement for "a reliable wife." She responded, saying that she was "a simple,
honest woman." She was, of course, anything but honest, and the only simple thing
about her was her single-minded determination to marry this man and then kill him,
slowly and carefully, leaving her a wealthy widow, able to take care of the one she truly
loved.

(291 pages)
Themes: History, Psychological, Family

## Hisham MATAR, THE RETURN - Hisham Matar was nineteen when his father
was kidnapped and taken to prison in Libya. He would never see him again. Twenty-two
years later, the fall of Gaddafi meant he was finally able to return to his homeland.

(280 pages)
Themes: Biography, Middle East, Travel, Family

## Nikki GEMMELL, THE RIPPING TREE - Early 1800s. Thomasina Trelora is
on her way to the colonies. Her fate: to be married to a clergyman shés never met. As
the Australian coastline comes into view a storm wrecks the ship and leaves her lying
on the rocks, near death. Shés saved by an Aboriginal man who carries her to the door
of a grand European house, Willowbrae.

(346 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: History, Indigenous, Family

Abir MUKHERJEE, A RISING MAN - Newly arrived in 1919 Calcutta, former
Scotland Yard detective Sam Wyndham joins the Imperial Police Force and lands a big
case: a murdered British official is found with a sinister note in his mouth.

(386 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: History, Mystery, India

Kate GRENVILLE, A ROOM MADE OF LEAVES - What if Elizabeth Macarthur,

wife of the notorious John Macarthur, wool baron in early Sydney, had written a
shockingly frank secret memoir?

(322 pages)
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, History, Indigenous, Australia



S i | Tatiana de ROSNAY, SARAH’S KEY - On the sixtieth anniversary of the 1942
Y A roundup of Jews by the French police in the Vel d'Hiv section of Paris, American

f journalist Julia Jarmond is asked to write an article on this dark episode during World
War Il and embarks on investigation that leads her to long-hidden family secrets and to
the ordeal of Sarah, a young girl caught up in the raid.

(294 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Themes: History, War, Jews

Beth MOREY, SAVING MISSY- Missy spends her days with a sip of sherry,
scrubbing the kitchen in her big empty house and reliving her past--though it's her
mistakes, and secrets, that she allows to shine brightest. The last thing Missy expects is
for two perfect strangers and one spirited dog to break through her prickly exterior and
show Missy just how much love she still has to give.

(372 pages) Also available in library eBook
Themes: Mainstream, Friendship, Ageing, Social isolation

## Brendon James MURRAY, THE SCHOOL - Brendon paints an astonishingly
vivid portrait of a single school year, perfectly capturing the highs and lows of being a
teenager, as well as the fire, passion and occasional heartbreak of being their teacher.
Hilarious, heartfelt and true, it is a timeless story of a teacher and his classes.

(402 pages)
Themes: Biography, Education, Fathers

Chris HAMMER, SCRUBLANDS - In anisolated country town brought to its knees
by endless drought, a young priest calmly opens fire on his congregation. A year later,
troubled journalist Martin Scarsden arrives to write a feature on the anniversary of the
tragedy. But the stories he hears from the locals about the priest and incidents leading
up to the shooting don't fit with the accepted version.

(496 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Mystery

Lara PRESCOTT, THE SECRETS WE KEPT- A thrilling tale of secretaries

turned spies, of love and duty, and of sacrifice—inspired by the true story of the CIA plot
to infiltrate the hearts and minds of Soviet Russia, not with propaganda, but with the
greatest love story of the twentieth century: Doctor Zhivago.

(336 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Historical, Biographical fiction, Cold war

Jess HILL, SEE WHAT YOU MADE ME DO - An investigative reporter
dissects how domestic violence can be enabled and reinforced by the judicial system
that is supposed to be trustworthy and protective and tears down the flawed logic of
victim-blaming.

(402 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook

Themes: Cultural, Contemporary, Domestic violence

Stuart TURTON, THE SEVEN DEATHS OF EVELYN HARDCASTLE -

Evelyn Hardcastle will die. Every day until Aiden can identify her killer. But every time
the day begins again, Aiden wakes in the body of a different person. And some hosts

DEATHS
OF are most helpful than others...

[OOSR (528 pages) * Kit includes Audiobook

N A’\ Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook

Themes: Mystery, Time travel
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## Kate ELLIS, SEX, LIES AND QUESTION TIME - Seventy-seven years
after the first woman entered Australian parliament, female politicians are still the
minority. They cop scrutiny over their appearance, their sex lives, their parenting and
their portfolios in a way few of their male colleagues do. It's time to call bullshit on the
toxic Canberra culture .

(278 pages)
Themes: Politics, Feminism

James REBANKS, THE SHEPHERD’S LIFE - Some people's lives are entirely
their own creations. James Rebanks' isn't. The first son of a shepherd, who was the first
son of a shepherd himself, he and his family have lived and worked in and around the
Lake District for generations.

(292 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook

Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Memoir, Rural

## Douglas STEWART, SHUGGIE BAIN - The unforgettable story of young Hugh
"Shuggie" Bain, a sweet and lonely boy who spends his 1980s childhood in run-down
public housing in Glasgow, Scotland.

(430 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Family, Addiction, Poverty, Coming of age, Scotland

Susan ALLOTT, THE SILENCE - A powerful novel revolving around a shocking
disappearance, two neighbour families, and shameful secrets from the past that refuse
to stay buried.

(304 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Mystery, Family, Indigenous

Delia EPHRON, SIRACUSA - Two couples are on vacation in Siracusa, a town on
the coast of Sicily, where the secrets they have hidden from each other are exposed and
relationships are unravelled.

(288 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Domestic, Contemporary, Marital affair

Jodi PICCOULT, SMALL GREAT THINGS - Hesitating to treat the newborn of a
white supremacist couple who has demanded that a white nurse assist them, a black
nurse is placed on trial in the tragic aftermath and is aided by a white public defender
with whom she begins questioning their beliefs as the case becomes more racially
charged.

(480 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Mainstream, Racism, Contemporary, Courtroom drama

## Louise NEWTON, SNOWFLAKE - Debbie is an 18 year old who lives on a
dairy farm as she navigates her 1st year at university, while also trying to handle her
eccentric and troubled mother and uncle.

(304 pages)
Themes: Dysfunctional family, Mental iliness, Coming of age, Irish
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Nardi SIMPSON, SONG OF THE CROCODILE - Darnmoor is the home of the
Billymil family, three generations who have lived in this 'gateway town'. Race relations
between Indigenous and settler families are fraught, though the rigid status quo is
upheld through threats and soft power rather than the overt violence of yesteryear.

(403 pages)
Themes: Indigenous, Family, Racism

## Christy LEFTERI, SONGBIRDS - Nisha has vanished; one evening, she steps
out on a mysterious errand and doesn't return. The police write off her disappearance as
just another runaway domestic worker, so her employer, Petra, undertakes the
investigation.

(365 pages) Also available in library collection eAuidobook
Themes: Cyprus, Missing persons, Mystery

#H Meg MASON, SORROW AND BLISS - This novel is about a woman called
Martha. She knows there is something wrong with her but she doesn't know what it is.
Her husband Patrick thinks she is fine. By the time Martha finds out what is wrong, it
doesn't really matter anymore. It is too late to get the only thing she has ever wanted.

(346 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Mental iliness, Relationships, Humour, Contemporary

## Nadia HASHIM, SPARKS LIKE STARS - An Afghan American woman returns
to Kabul to learn the truth about her family and the tragedy that destroyed their lives

(454 pages)
Themes: Afghanistan, Childhood trauma, Family

# Imbi NEEME, THE SPILL - Nicole and Samantha Cooper both remember the
summer day when their mother, Tina, lost control of their car - but not in quite the same
way. It is only after Tina's death, almost four decades later, that the sisters are forced to
reckon with the repercussions of the crash.

(332 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Family

John LE CARRE, THE SPY WHO CAME IN FROM THE COLD - Alec
Leamas is tired. It's the 1960s, he's been out in the cold for years, spying in the shadow
of the Berlin Wall for his British masters. Now Control wants to bring him in at last - but
only after one final assignment. He must travel deep into the heart of Communist
Germany and betray his country.

(257 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook
Themes: Historical, Classic, Thriller, Cold War

## Sarah WINMAN, STILL LIFE - it's 1944 and in the ruined wine cellar of a Tuscan

villa, as the Allied troops advance and bombs fall around them, two strangers meet and
share an extraordinary evening together.

(438 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: War, Historical, Art
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Margaret LAURENCE, THE STONE ANGEL - Stubborn, querulous, self-reliant —
and, at ninety, with her life nearly behind her — Hagar Shipley makes a bold last step
towards freedom and independence. As her story unfolds, we are drawn into her past.

(328 pages) ** Kit includes DVD
Themes: Literary, Ageing, Canada

## Harlan COBEN, THE STRANGER - Adam Price has a lot to lose: a beautiful
family, a big house, a good job - a perfect life. But then he meets a stranger in a bar and
learns a devastating secret about his wife. With the mirage of perfection shattered, Adam
finds himself caught up in something far darker than his wife's deception

(385 pages)
Themes: Thriller, Marriage, Secrets

Kiley REID, SUCH A FUN AGE - In the midst of a family crisis one late evening,
white blogger Alix Chamberlain calls her African American babysitter, Emira, asking her
to take toddler Briar to the local market for distraction. There, the security guard accuses
Emira of kidnapping Briar, and Alix's efforts to right the situation turn out to be good
intentions selfishly mismanaged.

(310 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Cultural, Contemporary, Literature

Jane HARPER, THE SURVIVORS - Kieran Elliott's life changed forever on the day
a reckless mistake led to devastating consequences.The guilt that still haunts him
resurfaces during a visit with his young family to the small coastal community he once
called home.

(378 pages)
Themes: Mystery

Kim SCOTT, TABOO - A group of Noongar people who revisit, for the first time in
many decades, a taboo place. They come at the invitation of Dan Horton, the elderly
owner of the farm on which the massacres unfolded. He hopes that by hosting the
group he will satisfy his wife's dying wishes and cleanse some moral stain from the
ground on which he and his family have lived for generations.

(304 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Indigenous

Christine Mangan, TANGERINE - This is the story of two women, friends in
college, until an accident drives a wedge between them. Years later, Alice is living in
Tangier with her husband when Lucy shows up. A twisted tale told in alternating points
of view.

(320 pages)
Themes: History, Psychological

Heather MORRIS, THE TATTOOIST OF AUSCHWITZ - Based on the true
story of an Auschwitz-Birkenau survivor, it traces the experiences of a Jewish
Slovakian who uses his position as a concentration-camp tattooist to secure food for his
fellow prisoners.

(277 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Biographical fiction, War, Love, History



Lisa SEE, THE TEA GIRL OF HUMMINGBIRD LANE - A young Chinese

woman finds purpose, passion, and the key to a new life in the tea-growing traditions of
her ancestors.

(400 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook
Themes: Literary, Culturally diverse

## Claire G. COLEMAN, TERRA NULLIUS - The Natives of the Colony are

restless. The Settlers are eager to have a nation of peace, and to bring the savages
into line. Families are torn apart, reeducation is enforced. This rich land will provide for

all.
(294 pages)
Themes: Indigenous, Speculative fiction, Colonialism

Jamie MASON, THREE GRAVES FULL - More than a year ago, mild-mannered
& Jason Getty killed a man he wished he’d never met. Then he planted the problem a little
) '7“"’" > too close to home. But just as he’s learning to live with the undeniable reality of what he’s
"TIL&&E" done, police unearth two bodies on his property—neither of which is the one Jason

buried.
GRAV ES . A . .
I U LY i (306 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Suspense, Humour
"U : 9
@‘f”fj ## Sophie GREEN, THURSDAYS AT ORANGE BLOSSOM HOUSE - A
T\AURSDAJ group of women find themselves at Orange Blossom House, surrounded by perfumed

rainforest, being cajoled and encouraged by their yoga teacher. Together they will find
courage and strength—and discover that life has much more to offer then they ever
expected.

SOPHIE GREEN (410 pages)
v , Themes: Friendship, Contemporary, Yoga

MBS Mary L. TRUMP, TOO MUCH AND NEVER ENOUGH - in this revelatory,

... authoritative portrait of Donald J. Trump and the toxic family that made him, Mary L.
Trump, a trained clinical psychologist and Donald’s only niece, shines a bright light on the
dark history of their family in order to explain how her uncle became the man who now
threatens the world’s health, economic security, and social fabric.

(225 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Biography, Politics

Melissa LUCASHENKO, TOO MUCH LIP - Wise-cracking Kerry Salter has spent
a lifetime avoiding two things — her hometown and prison. But now her Pop is dying
and she’s an inch away from the lockup, so she heads south on a stolen Harley.

(328 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Family, Indigenous, LGBTQ

TRANSCENDENT Yaa GYASI, TRANSCENDENT KINGDOM - A novel about faith, science,
KINGDOM religion, and family that tells the deeply moving portrait of a family of Ghanaian
& immigrants ravaged by depression and addiction and grief, narrated by a fifth year

candidate in neuroscience at Stanford school of medicine studying the neural circuits
of reward seeking behaviour in mice.

(261 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Family, Literary, Psychological, Inmigrants, Ghana, Mental iliness
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Sarah KRASNOSTEIN, THE TRAUMA CLEANER - Details the unique life of a
woman who went from husband and father, to drag queen, gender reassignment
patient, sex worker, small businesswoman, and trophy wife to a trauma cleaner who
brings order to chaotic crime scenes.

(336 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Biography, Transgender, Trauma

Hiro ARIKAWA, THE TRAVELLING CAT CHRONICLES - Nanaisona

road trip, but he is not sure where he is going. All that matters is that he can sit beside
his beloved owner, Satoru, in the front seat of his silver van. Satoru is keen to visit
three old friends from his youth, though Nana doesn't know why and Satoru won't say.

(328 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Domestic, Literary, Contemporary, Japan, Travel, Grief

William BOYD, TRIO - A producer. A novelist. An actress. It is summer in 1968, the
year of the assassinations of Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy. While the world is
reeling our trio is involved in making a rackety Swingin' Sixties British movie in sunny
Brighton. All are leading secret lives.

(342 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, History

Colson WHITEHEAD, THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD - After Cora, a
pre-Civil War Georgia slave, escapes with another slave, Caesar, they seek the help of
the Underground Railroad as they flee from state to state and try to evade a slave
catcher, Ridgeway, who is determined to return them to the South.

(120 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, History, Slavery

Rachel JOYCE, THE UNLIKELY PILGRIMAGE OF HAROLD FRY-When

Harold Fry leaves home one morning to post a letter, with his wife hoovering upstairs, he
has no idea that he is about to walk from one end of the country to the other.

(357 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Quirky, Ageing, Marriage

A.J. MACKINNON, THE UNLIKELY VOYAGE OF JACK de CROW -
Equipped with his cheerful optimism and a pith helmet, A.J. Mackinnon takes the reader
with him from the borders of North Wales to the Black Sea - 4900 kilometres over salt and
fresh water, under sail, at the oars or at the end of a tow rope.

(368 pages)
Themes: Travel, Humour

## Fiona HIGGINS, AN UNUSUAL BOY- Julia Curtis is a busy mother of three,
with a husband often away for work, an ever-present mother-in-law, a career, and a
house that needs doing up. But Julia’s eleven-year-old son, Jackson, is different. Different
to his sisters. Different to his classmates. In fact, Jackson is different from everyone. And
bringing up a child who is different isn’t always easy.

(357 pages)
Themes: Family, Neurodiverse, Drama
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Maggie O'FARRELL, THE VANISHING ACT OF ESME LENNOX- A tale of
two sisters in colonial India and Edinburg bound together by loneliness and driven apart
by rivalries that lead to a cruel betrayal; it is also the gripping story of how 60 years later,
their shocking secret comes to life.

(245 pages)
Themes: History, Psychological suspense

Brit BENNETT, THE VANISHING HALF- Twin sisters, inseparable as children,
ultimately choose to live in two very different worlds, one black and one white. Still, even
separated by so many miles and just as many lies, the fates of the twins remain
intertwined. What will happen to the next generation, when their own daughters' storylines
intersect?

(343 pages)
Themes: History, Literary, Family, Race relations, Identity

John LANCHESTER, THE WALL - When the island nation of an Earth-like world
builds a concrete barrier around its entire coastline, a Defender charged with protecting
his section of the Wall from desperate Others trapped outside begins questioning the
political divides of his insular existence.

(397 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, Dystopian, Climate change

Michael ONDAATJE, WARLIGHT - Years after growing up in the care of a group of
mysterious protectors who served in unspecified ways during World War Il, a young man
endeavours to piece together the truth about his parents and the unconventional
education he received.

(289 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Coming of age, War

Karen Joy FOWLER, WE ARE ALL COMPLETELY BESIDE

OURSELVES - Meet the Cooke family. Our narrator is Rosemary Cooke. As a child,
she never stopped talking; as a young woman, she has wrapped herself in silence: the
silence of intentional forgetting, of protective cover. Something happened, something so
awful she has buried it in the recesses of her mind.

(308 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Literary, Family, Animal rights, Memory

## Campbell MATTINSON, WE WERE NOT MEN - Unbearably moving and
ultimately uplifting story of twin brothers, Jon and Eden, as they grow up and begin to
understand what it is to be men, and what it takes to knit a fractured family back together.

(352 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Family, Coming of age, Contemporary

Anne BRINSDEN, WEARING PAPER DRESSES - Elise, a beautiful and artistic,
if slightly brittle, city girl is rudely transplanted to the undulating, unforgiving plains of the
Mallee when her husband is called home to save the family property... This is a story of
mothers and daughters, a saga of two generations of women on the land.

(378 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Family, Mainstream
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## Jenny OFFILL, WEATHER - Lizzie Benson slid into her job as a librarian without a
traditional degree. But this gives her a vantage point from which to practice her other
calling: she is a fake shrink. For years, she has tended to her God-haunted mother and
her recovering addict brother. Her old mentor, Sylvia Liller, makes a proposal. She's
become famous for her prescient podcast, Hell and High Water, and wants to hire Lizzie
to answer the mail she receives.

(207 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Climate change, Literary, Family, Pyschological

Charlotte WOOD, THE WEEKEND - Four older women have a lifelong friendship of
the best  kind: loving, practical, frank and steadfast. But when Sylvie dies, the ground
shifts dangerously for the remaining three. Can they survive together without her?

(326 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Contemporary, Friendship, Ageing, Grief

Anne GRIFFIN, WHEN ALL IS SAID - This is the story of Maurice Hannigan,
who, over the course of a Saturday night in June, orders five different drinks at the
Rainford House Hotel. With each he toasts a person vital to him .

(326 pages)
Themes: Literary, Contemporary, Family

Favel PARRETT, WHEN THE NIGHT COMES - Having moved to Hobart in the
hopes of a better life, Isla's family lives a lonely existence, until a sailor enters her
mother's life and shares stories of his travels and his home in Denmark.

(320 pages)
Themes: Literary, Family, Loneliness, Travel

Delia OWENS, WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING - Viewed with suspicion in the
aftermath of a tragedy, a beautiful hermit who has survived for years in a marsh becomes
targeted. Two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens
herself to a new life—until the unthinkable happens.

(370 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Literary, Coming of age, Loneliness, Murder

## Hannah BENT, WHEN THINGS ARE ALIVE THEY HUM - Marlowe and

Harper share a bond deeper than most sisters, shaped by the loss of their mother in
childhood. For Harper, living with what she calls the Up syndrome, Marlowe and she are
connected by an invisible thread, like the hum that connects all things. For Marlowe, they
are bound by her fierce determination to keep Harper, born with a congenital heart
disorder, alive.

(384 pages)
Themes: Family, Medical, Grief, Contemporary, Disability

K. T. MEDINA, WHITE CROCODILE - After her estranged husband goes missing
while clearing minefields, Tess Hardy travels to Cambodia to search for him and uncover
the truth, amidst tales of a mythical White Crocodile that kills everyone it meets.

(384 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Suspense



Tony BIRCH, THE WHITE GIRL - Odette Brown has lived her whole life on the
fringes of a small country town. After her daughter disappeared and left her with her
granddaughter Sissy to raise on her own, Odette has managed to stay under the radar of
the welfare authorities who are removing fair-skinned Aboriginal children from their
families.

(240 pages) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: Indigenous, Literary, History, Family

“"','"h"{ Yl " Amy BLOOM, WHITE HOUSES - After meeting the future first lady while covering
A Franklin Roosevelt's campaign, Lorena Hickock and Eleanor discover a powerful passion
between them.

(240 pages)

Themes: Biographical fiction, LGBTQIA

Meg WOLITZER, THE WIFE - On the eve of her husband's receipt of a prestigious
literary award, Joan Castleman, who has put her own writing ambitions on hold to
support her husband, evaluates her choices and decides to end the marriage.

(224 pages) ** Kit includes DVD
Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Mainstream, Marriage, Feminism

Christian WHITE, THE WIFE AND THE WIDOW - Set against the backdrop of
an eerie island town in the dead of winter. Kate, a widow whose grief is compounded by
what she learns about her dead husband’s secret life; and Abby, an island local whose
world is turned upside down when she’s forced to confront the evidence that her
husband is a murderer.

(353 pages) Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
Themes: Mystery

## Anthony HOROWITZ, THE WORD IS MURDER - A wealthy woman
strangled six hours after she's arranged her own funeral. A very private detective
uncovering secrets but hiding his own. A reluctant author drawn into a story he can't
control. What do they have in common?

(353 pages) Also available in library collection eAudiobook
Themes: Mystery, Secrets

cate KENNEDY, THE WORLD BENEATH- Once, Rich and Sandy were
environmental activists. Now, twenty-five years later, about the only thing they have in
| common is their fifteen-year-old daughter, Sophie. When the Rich decides to take

: Sophie on a trek into the Tasmanian wilderness, a chain of events is set off that no-one
il could have predicted.

1
\geglk\\? (342 pages) “* Kit includes Audiobook

Late Aoty Also available in library collection eBook, eAudiobook
rowes Themes: Family, Wilderness

| - Joan DIDION, THE YEAR OF MAGICAL THINKING - An autobiographical
J O AN portrait of marriage and motherhood by the acclaimed author details her struggle to come
DIDION to terms with life and death, iliness, sanity, personal upheaval, and grief.

(227 pages) ** Kit includes Audiobook
o Also available in library collection eBook
WA GTEAL  Themes: Autobiography, Family, lliness
FTHINKING

LI L YEAR 0
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Geraldine BROOKS, YEAR OF WONDERS - When an infected bolt of cloth
carries plague from London to an isolated village, a housemaid named Anna Frith
emerges as an unlikely heroine and healer.

(308 p.) Also available in library collection eBook
Themes: History, Disease

Emily O'GRADY, THE YELLOW HOUSE - The book is told in the first-person by
10-year-old Cub, whose grandfather was responsible for murders. Although Les died
twelve years ago, his notoriety has grown in Cub’s lifetime and the local community have
ostracised the whole family.

(324 p.) Also available in library collection eBook

Themes: Literary, Family, Contemporary, Social isolation

June Tara WINCH, THE YIELD - August Gondiwindi has been living on the other
side of the world for ten years when she learns of her grandfather’s death. She returns
home for his burial, wracked with grief and burdened with all she tried to leave behind.
Her homecoming is bittersweet as she confronts the love of her kin and news that
Prosperous is to be repossessed by a mining company.

(324 p.) Also available in library collection eAudiobook, eBook
Themes: Literary, Family, Indigenous

Diane ACKERMAN, THE ZOOKEEPER’S WIFE - Documents the true story of

Warsaw Zoo keepers and resistance activists Jan and Antonina Zabinski, who in the
aftermath of Germany's invasion of Poland saved the lives of hundreds of Jewish citizens
by smuggling them into empty cages and their home villa.

(349 pages) ** Kit includes DVD, Audiobook
Themes: Biographical fiction, War



New kits for 2021

After story by Larissa Behrendt

All our shimmering skies by Trent Dalton

All the young men by Ruth Coker Burks

The bass rock by Evie Wyld

Before you knew my name by Jacqueline
Bublitz

Behold the dreamers by Imbolo Mbue

Bila Yarrudhangglangdhury by Anita Heiss

Blessed by John Doyle

Circus of wonders by Elizabeth Macneal

Cutters end by Margaret Hickey

Daughter of the river country by Dianne O’Brien

Detransition, baby by Torrey Peters

The dressmakers of Yarrandarrah Prison by
Meredith Jaffe

The Dutch house by Ann Patchett

Elizabeth is missing by Emma Healey

The enemy within by Tim Ayliffe

The funny thing about Norman Foreman by
Julietta Henderson

The girl who left by Debra Gavranich

The good wife of Bath by Karen Brooks

Half life by Jillian Cantor

The happiest man on earth by Eddie Jaku

How we disappeared by Jing-Jing Lee

The island of sea women by Lisa See

The labyrinth by Amanda Lohrey

The last green valley by Mark T. Sullivan

Late bloomer by Clem Bastow

The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles

The lost flowers of Alice Hart by Holly Ringland
The loudness of unsaid things by Hilde Hinton

Love objects by Emily Maguire

The man who saw everything by Deborah Levy

The midnight library by Matt Haig

Miss Benson’s beetle by Rachel Joyce

Muddy people by Sara el Sayed

Not dark yet by Peter Robinson

Once there were wolves by Charlotte
McConghy

The other side of beautiful by Kim Lock

The others by Mark Brandi

The painting by Alison Booth

People like them by Samira Sedira

Raft of stars by Andrew Graff

The return by Hisham Matar

The ripping tree by Nikki Gemmel

The school by Brendon James

Sex, lies and question time by Kate Ellis

Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stewart

Snowflake by Louise Nealon

Songbirds by Christy Lefteri

Sorrow and bliss by Meg Mason

Sparks like stars by Nadia Hashim

The spill by Imbi Neeme

Still life by Sarah Winman

The stranger by Harlan Coben

Terra nullius by Claire G. Coleman

Thursdays at Orange Blossom House by
Sophie Green

An unusual boy by Fiona Higgins

We were not men by Campbell Mattinson

Weather by Jenny Offill

When things are alive they hum by Hannah
Bent

The word is murder by Anthony Horowitz
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